Dear Professor Henry Johnson,

I hope this letter finds you well. My name is Ruonan Li. I am a master’s graduate in Music (Pipa Performance) from the Tianjin Conservatory of Music. I am writing to express my aspiration to apply for a doctoral programme at the Department of Music, The University of Otago under your supervision.

Both my undergraduate and postgraduate studies are closely related to pipa performance. This has opened the door to the musical world for me and cultivated my profound interest in ethnomusicology. During my studies of the history of world music and folk music, I developed a keen interest in the unique charm and developmental trajectories of music under diverse cultural backgrounds. In particular, I am deeply fascinated by the mutual influence and integration of music from countries along the Silk Road. My experience of learning pipa performance since childhood has further filled me with awe and curiosity towards this instrument, which has spanned thousands of years and connected the East and the West.

During my academic journey, I actively engaged in academic research and achieved some accomplishments. For example, my master’s graduation thesis, “An Analytical Study of Push-and-Pull, Vibrato, and Bending Techniques in Pipa Performance”, and my undergraduate graduation thesis, “Analytical Study of Left-Hand Techniques in Pipa Literary Compositions”, delved deep into the performance techniques of the pipa. In addition, my research findings were published in the Journal of the Northern Music and Song of the Yellow River. The publications include “A Brief Analysis of Left-Hand Pipa Techniques: String Pushing/Pulling and Hammer-On/Pull-Off Articulations” and “Performance Analysis of the Pipa Piece ‘Spring Silkworms.’” These research experiences not only enhanced my academic research capabilities but also further strengthened my resolve to conduct in-depth research on the pipa and its cultural connotations. Moreover, through the establishment and operation of Ruonan Li Pipa Studio, I have accumulated extensive experience in teaching practice. This has further solidified my research direction.

My research proposal will mainly focus on the reconstruction and reproduction of cross-cultural exchanges along the Silk Road, taking the pipa as an example. I will adopt a multidisciplinary approach, combining AI digital audio technology, history, archaeology, etc., to systematically sort out the transmission path and evolution process of the pipa on the Silk Road. This not only helps to understand the history of exchanges between ancient civilisations but also provides important inspiration for the protection and development of contemporary cultural diversity.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am very interested in your outstanding research achievements in the fields of  Ethnomusicology, diaspora studies, and music education. Your performances with O-Taiko at FIFA Fan Festivals exemplify the vital role of embodied musical practice in fostering intercultural dialogue. These events resonate with my interest in how instruments like the pipa can bridge cultural divides through public performance and community engagement. Your work  on Asian music, which aligns closely with my research topic.  Furthermore, your expertise in Asian musical traditions and their global dissemination provides a critical foundation for analyzing the pipa’s evolving role in transnational contexts. I am particularly inspired by your commitment to connecting academic inquiry with grassroots musical activism, as seen in your collaborative performances.Under your guidance, I believe I can fully utilise the rich academic resources at The University of Otago to combine my research interests and professional knowledge and achieve valuable research results in this field. I am confident that your expertise and extensive research experience will provide tremendous help for my future research work.

I have attached my CV, research proposal and portfolio for your review. I look forward to discussing more details about my research proposal with you. 

Best Regards,
Ruonan Li

