[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Dear Professor Yam,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is Tianzi Ma, and I am currently working on my Master’s degree in Ophthalmology at Harbin Medical University. I am writing to express my strong interest in your innovative research on preventing and treating myopia. I would also like to know if there are any PhD opportunities available under your supervision.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of my master’s programme, I conducted a comparative study on the visual outcomes of two intraocular lenses (ICB vs. ZXR) at different kappa angles. This included finding patients, conducting postoperative evaluations, and analysing data. This experience helped me learn more about refractive errors and how they affect the quality of vision. Furthermore, my clinical rotations in cataract (including IOL surgery),retinal detachment, and refractive surgery (including ICL for high myopia) have revealed the complexities of managing myopia and its complications like macular holes, especially in paediatric patients. These experiences have motivated me to investigate novel approaches for the prevention and progression of myopia, closely coinciding with your research focus.

My proposed PhD research seeks to establish evidence-based tapering protocols for 0.05% atropine eye drops in adolescents following successful myopia control. Specifically, I seek to determine optimal reduced concentrations for maintenance therapy and define parameters for safe discontinuation, maximising long-term efficacy while minimising side effects. Your paper, “Does 0.01% atropine have a place as a myopia control therapy?”, which critically examines evidence for low-concentration atropine, including rebound effects, ethnic variations, and tapering challenges, has profoundly shaped this direction. Your analysis of concentration-dependent efficacy and discontinuation hurdles directly informs a core component of my study, and I aspire to extend this work by developing individualised withdrawal frameworks that balance therapeutic benefit and safety.

Your work in paediatric ophthalmology, especially the LAMP studies, has really changed how low-concentration atropine is used in clinical practice. Your research not only fills critical gaps in the treatment of myopia, but it also shows how important it is to turn scientific findings into real advantages for patients. I think my expertise in clinical ophthalmology and my interest in paediatric myopia research would allow me to contribute meaningfully to your ongoing projects.

I have attached my CV and RP outline for your reference. I would be happy to talk more about my research proposal or give you more information about my academic and professional experience. Thank you for looking at my application. I am excited about the chance to join your esteemed research group.

Best regards,
Tianzi Ma
