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Dear Dr Yunci Cai, 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]My name is Zhengyao Zhang, and I am writing to express my interest in being a PhD student under your supervision at the University of Leicester. 
Before explaining my research proposal, allow me to introduce myself briefly. I hold a bachelor of arts degree from the Tianjin Academy of Art and completed my master’s at Kingston University, London. Focused on my master’s studies, I have cultivated a hybrid methodology that bridges critical design practice with cross-cultural theory. My studies focused on deconstructing cultural symbolism through participatory installations. On this basis, I completed my project, What Does Your Cultural Familiarity Look Like?, where I employed participatory design methods to recontextualise Chinese lantern traditions in foreign contexts. This foundation in visual experimentation and embodied storytelling directly informs my pursuit of pluralistic museum frameworks.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Moreover, I finished some professional experiences to hone my skills and understanding further. As a freelance graphic designer for Mamoth Contemporary Gallery, I mainly design visual narratives for exhibitions through book design and visual materials. I recently implemented participatory elements in catalogues to enhance visitor engagement. Earlier, at Shanghai Chuang Gallery, I participated in the conceptualisation and execution of exhibition projects, gaining experience in combining traditional cultural elements with contemporary design methodologies. Concurrently, my role coordinating cross-cultural student transitions at Kingston University-Shanghai Office improved my skills in mediating diverse perspectives, directly informing my methodological approach to pluralistic frameworks.
[bookmark: _Hlk191801259][bookmark: _Hlk189408558]Building on this foundation, my proposed research, Exploring Visual Narratives of Chinese Cultural Experience in Cross-Cultural Museums: A Multidimensional Approach. This study employs phenomenology reduction (Racher and Robinson, 2003) to perceive exhibits, cognitive narratology (Fludernik, 1996) to form cultural narrative and recontextualisation (Bezemer & Kress) to trace how Chinese artefacts’ production contexts are erased or reinscribed in museum displays. Methodologically, I propose workshops and interviews to document and analyse international visitors’ interactions and experiences with exhibits, synthesising my gallery design experience with critical theory. The research aims to establish a visual framework for disseminating Chinese culture in cross-cultural museums, addressing gaps in the application of cognitive narratology and recontextualisation in museum practices while enhancing global cultural heritage education through inclusive and embodied approaches.
The method of inter-Asia referencing you proposed in your book called The Museum in Asia - A manifesto for museums in Asia helps me broaden my perspectives and approaches to understanding Chinese culture. It also inspires me in constructing my visual framework through studying visual practices progressed in Asian cultural museum. Your article The Art of Museum Diplomacy: The Singapore-France Cultural Collaboration in Perspective also discussed cultural collaboration on cross-cultural museum exchanges, which is the other key context in my research. Although political relations are not the focus in my research, the ideology embedded in Chinese exhibitions and objects in cross-cultural museums should be involved in the discussion. My visual framework on exploring multidimension as core of my research can be applied to the visual intervention of theoretical insights and my background in graphic design can align with your research in turning ideas into reality.
Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my CV and Research Proposal for your review. I would be delighted to provide additional information or schedule a meeting at your convenience. 

Yours faithfully,
Zhengyao Zhang
