[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Associate Professor Flora Li-tsui FU,

I hope this email finds you well.

I am Yana Wang, an art teacher at Shaanxi Institute of International Trade and Commerce. Before joining the education sector, I pursued a Master's degree in Fine Arts at Shaanxi Normal University, specialising in oil painting. With my profound passion for Chinese art, I am writing to express my earnest desire to pursue a doctoral degree under your esteemed guidance.

While accumulating extensive experience in Chinese art appreciation and teaching practice, I have also conducted in-depth research on art education in a global context. In 2023, I published the article Application and Development of Shaanxi Local Traditional Culture in College Art Education, exploring effective approaches to integrating local culture into higher art education. Years of industry practice have provided valuable insights for my research, fully demonstrating my research skills and analytical abilities. As an educator teaching various art forms and styles, I have observed the developmental trajectories of contemporary Chinese art students in their creative processes and cultural identities, which has deepened my understanding of the interplay between tradition and modernity. These reflections have been manifested through my creations and exhibitions over the past few years. Please refer to the attached document for more details about my artistic practice.

My doctoral research plan focuses on the comparative analysis of Chinese and Western art, particularly the artistic creation of Wu Guanzhong and its connection with expressionism. Your detailed analysis of the symbolic system of Ming Dynasty landscape paintings in the book Framing Famous Mountains provides important methodological inspirations for understanding Wu Guanzhong's Integration of Chinese and Western artistic practice and opens up a brand-new perspective for interpreting his Formal Beauty revolution. Material innovation often accompanies the reconstruction of cultural identity, and lines, as a form of language, are not only the core elements of visual composition but also an important medium for carrying cultural identity. Your cultural interpretation of the Silk and Paper materials in Ming Dynasty paintings provides technical references for exploring Wu Guanzhong's innovations in the field of materials. I plan to systematically sort out the visual elements in Wu Guanzhong's works and, from a cross-cultural perspective, deeply explore the tension between national identity and globalization. Additionally, I intend to combine the research approaches of phenomenology and new materialism to critically examine the material attributes and deep meanings of artistic expression at the philosophical and theoretical levels. Your focus on Decolonizing art history provides a powerful critical tool for analyzing Wu Guanzhong's Integration of Chinese and Western artistic concept. By transcending the essentialized narrative of East-West opposition, your research redefines the complex interaction between art and society, transforming static artworks into dynamic social archives. This unique dual perspective - both micro and macro - not only builds an important framework for comparative studies of Chinese and Western art but also provides valuable theoretical support and methodological guidance for my research.

I am conducting a comparative study titled Symbols and Metaphors: A Comparative Study on the Emotional Expression and Psychological Adjustment of College Students through Chinese and Western Painting Imagery. This research, starting from current social conditions, integrates my teaching experience and educational resources, employing interdisciplinary methods to closely combine art with practice, focusing on the psychological and emotional needs of contemporary college students. I am eager to expand my research under your guidance.

My practical experience in artistic creation enables me to examine artistic issues from multiple perspectives. These experiences have shaped me into a focused and communicative researcher, enabling me to collaborate efficiently within teams. I would be grateful for an opportunity to schedule an online meeting and further discuss my research proposal with you.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely,
Yana Wang
